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CAPTIVE ANDROMACHE

The central figure of this fine picture by the late Lord Leighton, the original of which is in the
Manchester Gallery, is Andromache, the widow of Hector, chief defender of Troy against the
Greeks. Homer's descriptions of "her parting with her husband when he went out to fight
Achilles, and of her grief over his death, are perhaps the most pathetic passages in all poetry.
After the fall of Troy she was taken as a captive to Greece by Neoptolemus, son of Achilles.
One of Euripides' plays has her name as its title, and her story as its subject.

IN GREECE AND ROME

ARISTOPHANES  described

/A Homer as the " Bard of Battles/'
JL Vand a worse description could
hardly be imagined, for Homer's two
great works, the " Iliad " and " Odys-
sey/' throw a bright light on an age
when civilisation was just dawning
and when life was far more vivid
and interesting than it is to-day.

Troy's Wooden Horse.

Tribal life was ending and mankind
settling itself into little nations; they
were beginning to explore a world of
which they knew practically nothing.
Yet Homer gathered much knowledge
from the old Phoenician traders.

Homer was of all poets the most
simple and direct; he drew the charac-

ters of his heroes as no living man,
with the one exception of Shakespeare,
has ever been able to do, making them
stand out before us with all their
faults and virtues. It is true that in
those days fighting was considered the
highest form of employment for men,
but the fighting described by Homer is
only a small part of his wonderful work.
Read and see how he describes the
purity and loyalty of Penelope and the
penitence of Helen, and you will
realise how poor a description is
" Bard of Battles." And his language
is always so fine, direct and simple.
You can almost see the scene as the
Wooden Horse is drawn into Troy.

Is it not strange and sad that we
know nothing of Homer as a man.
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